Writing Measurable Goals

Macon-Piatt Special Education District

March 31, 2016 version including
ISBE links on the last slide

% &




Federal Regulations

1) Astatement of the child's present levels of academic
achievement and functional performance, including—

(i)  How the child's disability affects the child's involvement
and progress in the general education curriculum (i.e., the
same curriculum as for nondisabled children); or

2) A statement of measurable annual goals, including
academic and functional goals designed to—

1) Meet the child's needs that result from the child's
disability to enable the child to be involved in and make
progress in the general education curriculum; and

2)  Meet each of the child's other educational needs that
result from the child's disability




State Regulations

The content of each child’s IEP shall conform to the
requirements of 34 CFR 300.320. The additional requirements
of this Section shall also apply. a) Each IEP shall include -

1) A statement of measurable annual goals that reflect
consideration of the State Goals for Learning and the Illinois
Learning Standards (see 23 Ill. Adm. Code 1), as well as
benchmarks or short-term objectives developed in
accordance with the child’s present levels of educational
performance.




What does this mean?

* The Goal Statement must be a SMART goal:
* S - Specific
# M — Measurable
= A — Action Words
= R — Realistic and Relevant
# T —Time-limited
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What does this mean?

* The goal statement cannot be a general statement
with four separate objectives.

“To improve, to demonstrate, or to increase” is NOT
specific or measurable.

The goal itself must contain the following elements:
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Goals need to be specific and should

always include the following 4

1) Describe the condition in which the skill will be
demonstrated

2) Use the Student’s Name

3) Clearly define the Behavior or Skill the student will
demonstrate when the goal has been achieved

4) Describe the Criteria and Timeline for achievement of the
goal.
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